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This SLC park

will be
needed

Cottonwood Park » Plan

calls for improvements
at facility known for its
expansive dog run and
issues with homelessness.

By JOSE DAVILA IV
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PARK FACES PERSISTENT
LEMS

One late April weekday after-

noon, multiple dogs, including

Blarney, were getting their ener-

gy out while their owners rest
ed on benches and picnic tables

scattered about the park. A cou-

ple of runners getting some af-
ternoon exercise jogged along
the Jordan River Trail. A fam
ily used the playground across
the river in the southern half of
the park

Looming behind the play
ground are the now-empty of
fices that once housed the Utah
Department of Agriculture and
Food — a structure that state of-
ficials say soon will be demol
ished. A locked public restroom
sits closer to the river near one
of the park’s two bridges. A por
tion of the bridge is d.
and fenced off. so the
enough roo
one another

A handful of tents remained
pitched on the riverbank. At
Jeast two trash cans in the park
« flowed. A mallard swam
past a floating plastic 7-Eleven

1p and other debris river.

Kira Johnson, the blic
lands planner leading the ef
fort to breathe new life into the
park, acknowledged the rough-
ly $750.000 that's budgeted for

rents won't be able to

address every concern but said
she and other city officials want
to know what matters most to
the com nity

We're trying to identify
s the community want
wighborhood park and
1ld benefit them?” she
What would encourage
more people to use this space
so there’s more eyes in this
area and., thus, create a stronger
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_THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

improve sightlines through-
out the park by leveling exist-
ing berms.

Johnson understands the
public’s worries about On
her bike commute to work, she
often gets off the Jordan River
Trail at the park and rides on
city streets until she meets back
up with the path by the Archule-
ta Bridge, which spans the rail-
road tracks near the Utah State
Fairpark between North Tem-
ple and 200 South.

It's a detour she takes to
avoid a section of the trail
where large illegal camps are
typically found.

The park improvement money
will not be used to directly mit-
igate homeless camps, Johnson
s For months, however, city
police and other law enforce-
ment agencies have stepped
up drug enforcement along the
Jordan River Trail. Officers in
Utah's capital have also placed
an emphasis on breaking up
makeshift camps in public spac
es since last fall

In a statement, city police
said officers conduct daily pa-
trols along the trail to “address
and help prevent criminal ac-
tivity.”

Arrests along the river and
North Temple from October
2023 through March 2024 are
up 29% from October 2022
through March 2023, the de
partment caid

EARLY STAGES OF
PLANNING

Johnson added that the trail's
path can be confusing through
Cottonwood Park and that she

* would love to Include cYearer
signage so users can navigate it
more easily

The city is only in the first
stage of community engagement
on the improvement project and
is encouraging residents to fill
out a survey that asks what they
would like to see at the park.

Responses to the survey and
conversations Johnsen has had
at community events will in-
form a concept design. Once
that’s complete, residents will
have another chance to weigh in.

And don't worry: The dog
park — and its annual Hallow-
een costume party for pups —
won't be going anywhere.

Cottonwood Park; Melinda Siighting plays with her dog, Blamey, in the
dog park; trash and debris are piled near the edge of the park.

sense of safety, too”
To address persistent

concerns, she said, the
u\) could add lighting and

Get to know Inspire°.
And the doctors who
- implant it.

Visit InspireSleepEvents.com
to register for a free event.

Hear from doctors and patients in your area about Inspire,
an implanted device that works inside your body to treat
the root cause of obstructive sleep apnea.

No mask. N

Just sleep.

Inspire is not for everyone. Talk to your doctor
to see If it's right for you, and review important
safety information at InspireSleep.com.




